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' A'Company, 1st Battalion,
. 505th PIR, |
82nd Arrborne D1vrslon

. Tony DaVis. il
B!ndllrlnmallhlslln AT 82nd Airborne Division

i 505TH AT STE. MERE EGLISE
: As June 5th gave way to June 6th the greatest C/ /\ / mj* o 58
Invasion force ever assembled was lumbermg toward: \/

history.. The lead elements of this force were flying

over the Englrsh Channel and-on the1r way to their -

| des1gnated drop Zones. The Veteran men of the 505
-were aware of what to expect once they crossed the
Norman coast. :
The men of A company were assigned the task
of capturmg the eastern end of the brrdge near Le .
~Manior La Frere These men were to be a back stop |

: for the mexperrenced 507. Unfortunately the 507

were too scattered on their drops

to be able to capture any of their objectwes The 82nd Arrbome lelSlOIl was to rely on the et-_

eran 505 to ensure the Germans Would not break through to attack the beach 1nvas1on forces

; ‘ ; : “The capture of La Frere bridge
(p1ctured to the left) Would prov1de a

: stagmg pomt for the ent1re 1nvas1on

: £ force to cut-off the Contenm Penmsula

| and speed the capture of the port city

. Cherbourg The men of A company

= found the estate at the eastem end of the

: bridge to be an ideal defensive poSition

P Unfortunately, the Germans were de-

£ f;‘ fendmg the brldge early on June 6th at



the same location. After a bloody b.'attle, the US airborne. 'force_s
were able to'rerrrove the Germans and“set up their defenses for the -
- expected German counterattack.

- Lieutenant John Dolan set his men in pos1t10ns so that they

would be able to fend off the first attack. He had his two bazooka

teams dlg-m one on each side of the bridge. This would allow the

bazooka teams to hit the tanks coming across the bridge in their
- weaker side armor. A 57mm AT gun was concealed in the bushes

- toward the rear of the estate on higher ground with full view down

the causeway. Light machme guns were posrtloned to protect the baz
approaching up the causeway. The remalnlng elements of A company and other stragglers :
were dug-in behrnd the machine guns to block any German breakout i

The German counterattacked in the afternoon on June 6th. Lead by three captured
- French Renault tanks, a reglment of Panzergrenadlers were seen advancmg up the causeway
The two bazooka men dug -in on the south 51de of the bridge were gunner Leonold Peterson
and loader Marcus He1m (pictured above). They opened fire on the two lead tanks and to-
gether with the other bazooka crew and 57mm gun crew were able to knock out the three
~tanks. This stopped the German advance and though rece1V1ng numerous casualtles A com-

. pany was able to keep their hold on the important bridge over the Mederet River. For. the1r ac-
tion in the fight, Peterson and Heim received the Distinguished Service Cross. -

The next day elements of the 1057 Regiment made another attempt to reclaim the
bridge. The -situ‘ation became so desperate that only those seriously wounded were pulled from
_the line. As the B_att_le progressed, the Ge_r_mans waved a Red Cross flag and negotiate_d a cease
- -fire in order to remove their wounded. At this time Dolan was asked what action he would

AIRBORNE would like the forward platoon to take. He replied AIRBORNE
with the message “I see no better place to die.”

The men of A cornpany. held on to their o‘bjective

and were relieved_ by elements of the 32_5_t_h Glider

Regiment the following day. : '
82nd Airborne Division ; : : 82nd Airborne Division



References

The First Men In, Ed Rugero, 2006

All American, All the Way, Phil Nordyke, 2005

Picture One, 505 PIR drop locations: http://www.ww2-airborne.us/division/82 overview.html

- Picture Two, La Fiere bridge and causeway: http://www.wargamer.com/Hosted/

CloseCombatOmaha/lafiere.htm

Picture Three, Marcus Heim: http://www.ww2-airborne:us/units/505/505  trp.html



