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The 1st Guards Rifle Division was originally formed as the 1st
Moscow Proletarian Rifle Division in 1926. The division served
under the 33rd Army in the Defense of Moscow and many other
glorious battles through 1941 and 1942. In 1943 it earned the
title of Guards Rifle Division and was assigned to the 11th
Guards Army in May of 1943. With, General Major N.A. Kroptin
as its commander, the division fought in the Vitebsk area from
Fall 1943 to Summer 1944 leading up to Operation Bagration.

1st Guards Rifle Division

Leading the 11" Guards Army Breakthrough
23-25 JUNE 1944

Forward Lines |
23 dune 44

L“"—F‘"_'"’""“T" i Drive them back!

The 11th Guards Army's initial task in Operation Bagration was to smash through
the vaunted 78th Sturm Divisions lines. For this task it formed special assault
groups with the 8th Guards Rifle Corps of mixed Infantry, Sappers, and Heavy
Tanks. Though strongly supported, the 8th Guards Corps was repulsed on 23 June
1944. While these attacks where bogging down, a scout patrol from the 1st Guards
Rifle Division located a old raised rail line that allowed the division to push through
‘ - the wooded swampy area between the 78th Sturm Division in the south and the
1S-2s break houh the woods! German's 256th Infantry Division in the north, thus rupturing the German's main
defensive line.

The Germans responded to the 1st Guard Rifle Division's advance with a fierce counterattack just to the south of
Lake Orekhi on 24 June, but these efforts could not stop the 1st Guards now supported by 1S-2s drawn withdrawn
from the 8th Guards Corps after it was stalemated by the 78th Sturm Division. Finally after, a 10km penetration
behind the German lines, the 1st Guards Rifle Division's breakthrough was halted by the only reserves in the
German XXVII Corps, the 14th Infantry Division. But it was too late, the German lines were now collapsing and
the 2nd Guard Tank Corps, mobile reserve of the 11th Guards Army, was driving on to Minsk while other Soviets
forces flowed through the gap created by the 1st Guards Rifle Division and where now encircling Orsha.

“Proletarian, Moscow, Minsk!!!”



Udarny Strelkovy Batalon (Stalin’s Onslaught) Fearless Trained. — 1750pts

I Batalon, 167" Guards Rifle Regiment, 1** Guards Rifle Division

HQ - Lt Colonel Mikhail Antinin

=CO, 2IC, Battalion Kommisar Teams — 35pts

=5 x Sapper Teams (Rifle Pioneer) 15" Guards Sapper Batalon — 95pts
=2 x Flamethrower Teams 1! Guards Sapper Batalon — 90pts

Ist Udarny Strelkovy Company
=Command Rifle/MG Team
=Kommisar Team

=8 x Rifle/MG Teams, 4 x SMG Teams

Infantry Gun Battery, 167" Guards Rifle
Regiment

= Command Rifle Team

w2 x 76mm obr 1927 guns

250pts 50pts
2nd Udarny Strelkovy Company 3" Batalon, 473" Guards Mortar
=Command Rifle/MG Team Regiment

»Kommisar Team
= |2 x Rifle/MG Teams
250pts

=Command Rifle Team
=Observer Rifle Team

=6 x PM-120 120mm Mortars
215pts

Radevsksi Patrol, 167" Guards Rifle
Regiment

=Command Recon SMG Team

=2 x Recon SMG Teams

100pts

63" Guards Heavy Tank Regiment,
=Command IS-2 w/ .50 cal AAMG

=3 x IS-2 w/ .50 cal AAMG

645pts




