Doug Olds

2.Fallschtim-Jager-Division
"die Fenerwebr' (The Fire Brigade)

In December 1943, after be{pg formed only about 10
months earlier, the 2.Fallschirmjager Division was
sent into action on the Eae_s-'_tern front as one of
Hitlers’ famQusssshisesl ;' to stem the tide of

. RussjanfOtiensiv "s had their eyes on
the capitulatiop of Checklsovakia andgh aand had <* itte W0 whole army groups
to make that happen. On Noycelles 3. therdivisSionicallie’ under the command of the
German 42nd’ Corps, e Nfev. The «di ought 2 WyCcession of intense battles
before the advancg hallfl halted. t mont 'on the Eastern front the 2™
FJRegiment relid¥cd o 1" SS§Panzer #from a2 s@lled assault in the region of

Zhitomir undcEsth ! alo ajor P'
1 -

]iowlng is en extra em01 50 #¢ck (staff runner and machine
FJR 2/1. Kompamh) c eng ts at Zhltq

en ke finally arrlved.,m Russla receive .brd Blieve a Waffen SS unit, which
almést beeh destroyed duting the ﬁg "Wﬂd the Sta ." unnetr for Leutnant Bickel’s 1.
Kompafiie. He told' me ‘to to go andsQl tam aTsit 1t on report from the Waffen SS
commagider. In order to réach the post quri itieciticd to not follow the road but the
sound &f the gunfire instead through a w@dded arca. When I finalyy reached the
commander he reprlnanded me about the absence of my unit. He then showed me which
part of the line we were to occupy.” |’ B ¢

L Ty

“After-%laay or so (after arriving in Russm) we made a"a&é/n attack and drove the Russians
from in qnt of our positions. Suddenly we received well aimed fire from a thicket of trees. I
quickly nqmted the sout e of fire: the Russians had removed the lowest branches of the trees
for a good fﬁ of ﬁre ndyview of any attackers. e.L£ and comrade, turned their flank

and finishe m off fro.m behi mrade a gunner was hit. While he was
dying he pagsed me his wallet an ould say Was bma, “moma.” I took the wallet
and handedH¥it i QN é'l‘hng up .t'he whoel Russian trench line until we
stopped in front K%f' a soil coveregybunker. For good measure we tthNgigrenades and
after the detonation, s milfiioYunbruised Russians came out. We wer surprised that

anyone could ilurvwe such afi kyand naturally took them prisoner.” « _ |

The same reg1ment here affer mthe defense of thesRiver Dniester.
FJR 2 used it's MG’s; A ™ -'-"'l Wea‘pﬁﬁs by-German sgandards) to draw
the Energy out of the TGS R Army*By the 15" of Dec the 2 B D1V1£1 was withdrawn
from the reglon and flI6Wn o Kirovograd to counter a soviet breakthrough of German Lines
at Kremechug. The ZFJD joined the 11" Panzer and the 286™ SchwerePanzerbusche
Brigade (heavy anti-tank guns). Bad weather initially stalled the German Counter attack but



the 18 and 19 Dec was spent clearing Russian positions. By late December the 2.FJRD was
vulnerable to counter attack being depleted through repeated assaults over the past month,
FJR 7 remained in Novgorodka up until the end of 1943.

Wolfram Von Beck recalls:

“Our unit continued the offensive towards the direction® of Kirovograd, before
Novogorodka we found ourselves alone, without friendly units on our flanks. Leutnant
Bickel ordered us to build a defensive perimeter on a nearby hﬂltg{dhf@r the night. I was now
a number 2 machine gunner and the number one was my friend eiter Fritz. As we duga
pit for our machine gun the Russians suddenly fire _sexe om anti-tank guns. We
joked that the Russians certainly needed sQaa@aFOety 'é afiter one detonation I
found an armjand half of my comradg y lap. .d see if I could help
my friend but he was already deag afid deepiniorder to get my machine
gun in place” !

“I was made ma@iifie "‘,F er orfe aving || bimp the MG around during
the assualt. Wi ) icKi Aigl to be a'sg@ff runner, I was only glad to
give thel Adolf-Hitle —s"b to rrmng Ufbvograd I was wounded by a
round: from a Russian A%.n. was s_en tothe field_di€ssing station and on 25" of
D cber 1943 1 was sent t®, the R eser;,c— azarett at Méintgenand away from the hotrors
of Russia only to return agam.ke T94 - ()j_, !
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" General Rotmistrov (commander of the 5"
o
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Thelattack on Kirovograd opened Ja U’

Guards Tank Army) com ented after theawar:
2

“The Gllnlly Morning of 5 January came. D ENse Mst covered the ground. From my
observation post thd, trench lines and the w. 2 amted tanks were hardly visible. The fog
both made us dehg}!;ted and concerned. I" dehgﬁh;_d us because it would prevent the enemy
from aiming accurate fire at longer distance. It cause'cl concern that our air force would not
be ableuho conduct its’ missions and ther,éby deprive us offalr support.”
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Thke ZFj&}zwas part ok%the defense of Kirovograd, they were stationed in the town of

Plavney td"p tect the ograd Highway. An entire tegimetn of T-34’s were destroyed
rig: ines hel allschirmjagers were broken in
as massed Russian afmi ke throu 'lines. The reserve SP guns were

put into fillf the 8aps this att f'ry T- 34’5 were destroyed by 1nd1v1dual acts of
heroism using es, satch ¢harges, and panzerfaust’s. The FJ king massive

casualties and frequired the SP brigade. Late on the 5" the SP b ade and their
passefigers came across sev 1-34 ’s in s state of re-supply and they were destroyed along
with their crews. On the 6" anuary the reglmen had been forcedlﬂo pull oyut of
the Novorodka area d Russ1an Dressufe=—r. . . .
-
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The artillery opened up'.and 15 days later the soviets had suffered another costly battle and
the Germans had been pushed back another 40 km. In the course of that two week period,



despite massive losses, the Red army surrounded the 2 FJD HQ and on Jan 8" they began to
withdraw under massive fire sustaining huge losses. Several kompanies were severely
depleted or destroyed. FJR5 was down to 30 men. A s late as Feb 14 The 2.FJD was being
considered as a possible relief force for the beleaguered 3. Panzer Division fighting to relive
the troops trapped in the Korsun Pocket, the pocket was closing quickly on the XI and
XXXXII corps. The battle would last only two more days officially so there re-deployment
was unfeasible. The 5" Regiment was pulled from the line on the 12" as 2.Battalion / 5"
regiment had ceased to exist as a fighting formation and sent to Getmany for reconstruction.

Throughout March the 2.F]D fought a string of defensive battles, -.&plcally as the rearguard
to massive German withdrawals from the Region bacl ‘Romania. During one of
Piniester at Butor, this
ling 10,000 Russian
“of the Division in the

anpower, equipment and
Wjager hardly lost a local
ssian armies in the Ukraine.

with the Fire Brigade. But it
the Red Army back. They

Ze GelB'&,E des Fallschirmjigers

1. You are th'blqklosen ones of the German Army. You
will seek combat and train yourselves to endure any
manner of test. To you, the battle shall be fulfillment.
Cultivate true comradeship, for by the aid of your
comrades youwill conquer or die.

Bewar . Be not corruptible. Men act while
the grave.
Valour and'enthusiashi of an offensive spirit will caus? you

WO Matter. Chatter may-brifig
Be cdlm and prudent, strong and e
to prgvail ig the 4

: #
5.| The most prec1ous'_;h1ng in thédpresence of the foe is ammunition. He thlessly, merely to

comfort himself, s tfaw who merits not the title of Parachutist. '
6. " Never surrender, to you i 'ctory must be a point of honour. i
7., You cafl triumph onlyif¥) IPons.are good. See to it that you submit yourseli‘o this law - first
my weapon and thén mysclf. 3 i
8." You must grasp the full p that ifyour leader is killed -y"ou can fulﬁll it.
9. Against an open f wit PRt tO 2 guenlla ‘extend no quatter.
10. Keep youreyes Wlde ope Onesyoutself to the topmost pitch. Be nimble as asgreyhound, as tough as
leather, as hard a Kllpp'ﬁ'leel and so you shall be the German warrior incarnate.




Force Composition for WolfKrieg-09

Before returning to Germany and after 4 months of heavy fighting on the Eastern Front from Nov 1943 until
April 1944 the 2.FJGR Div was practically decimated. They gave their bloociI mﬁ series of successive fanatical
defenses. Represented in this list are elements of the 2FJR/1. Kompanie: with associated support from 11t
Panzer Division and Limited Air support from the Luﬂ.&ﬁfe
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° Compal‘y HQ (Leutnant Bickel /. Anic) anzerschrecl nd garo attachments)

e TFull strehgth Platoon w./.g
e  Full strength Platog
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pamgerfaust 1

e  Full strength.k M piondgr platoon ( / pisi -.I;._ ick)
e AntiTa %o k43/41% guns) ; 1
o i ai '.‘.l._;l,,‘.,Il iZa ored) ¥4}
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trench se&fidns and nine sections of razor wire!
points I am purchasing two secttons of mines-houdiras W8 section of razor wire for a total of 10 and
two HMG bunkers.

i -
'] I :
~# . Company HQ (Leutnant Bickel / 1. Korlll'lx anie) (Panzer’&;hrecb and mortar attachments)

o strength platdon w/ panzerfaust
o8 S T ength fallshigmpioneer platoon
e Underjstrength Panfer pttoon (3 Stug G’s)
e Under Stgength Mixed,la_s

e Lim uftwaffe air support(S

ult g
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http://www.voutube.com/watch 8 RZGFOSEY zc (wartime propaganda footage from the fight in Kirovograd
in January 1944, {1 German) .
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