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Kampfgruppe Maffei
14. Sturmregiment
78. Sturmdivision

The 78. Infanterie-Division was formed on 26 August 1939 as part of the 2nd wave of division 
formations in Wehrkreis V (Stuttgart); the cadre came from Artillerie-Kommandeur 5 in Ulm.

At the end of December 1941, the 78th Division, which had been a conventional infantry 
formation, was given a new description and a new role. From that date on it became the 78th 
Sturm Division, and was given a higher than normal establishment of weapons in order to 
increase the firepower of its three constituent infantry regiments, the 14th, 195th and 215th. Each 
had battalions made up of three infantry companies, a standard heavy weapons company plus 
another one equipped with infantry guns, a pioneer company, a troop of cavalry and a signals 
platoon.

During March and April 1943, there was an increase in strength, and the artillery 
establishment of each regiment was then made up of an HQ battery, three battalions of light field 
howitzers and a battalion of heavy field howitzers. The anti-tank battalion had two companies; 
each armed with heavy PAK on self-propelled (SP) artillery mountings. The heavy mortar 
battalion was motorized, and was made up of three companies, each fielding twelve mortars.

The SP battalion had a HQ, a HQ platoon and three SP batteries, each of ten guns. The 
flak battalion was composed of three batteries, and had a strength in guns of 18 light and 8 heavy 
88-mm pieces.
The total of weapons in the divisional arsenal was: 616 light machine guns, 76 heavy machine 
guns, 94 medium mortars, 40 heavy mortars, 12 light flame-throwers, 61 heavy PAK guns, 14 
light infantry guns, 6 heavy infantry guns and 24 projectors.

The assault division was created out of the former infantry division within the space of 
seven weeks, and in February 1943, while still incompletely raised, was put back into action to 
seal a gap that had been torn in the German front. Then, in June, it took part in the Kursk 
Offensive (Operation CITADEL) as part of Model’s 9th Army.

By October of 1943, 78. Sturmdivision, now part of XXVII Corps, was put back into the 
line near Orsha, to defend the Minsk-Moscow Highway. The division used its time well, 
fortifying their positions for the next Soviet assault.

On 22 June 1944, the Soviets launched Operation Bagration, a massive offensive 
designed at destroying ‘Army Group Center’.



Initially the 78th withstood the overwhelming fury of the Soviet assault and repulsed the 
attacks of the Assaults Groups of the 11th Guards Army, inflicting heavy losses. They were able 
to fall back to their secondary defensive position in good order. 

The crisis developed on the 25th when elements of the Soviet 2nd Guard Tank Corps 
exploited a weakness between the 78th and the 256th, outflanking the 78th. On the 26th, the Sturm 
Division retreated to Orsha. Supported by elements of 5.Panzer Division and 501. Schwere 



Panzer Abteilung, the 78th made a fierce but futile attempt to hold the City. By the morning of 
the 27th, Orsha all but belonged to The Soviets.

What remained of the Division continued its bloody retreat to the Berezina, like another 
would be conqueror’s army did some 132 years earlier.

This Force represents a Kampfgruppe of the remnants of 78. Sturm Division and 501. 
Schwere Panzer Abteilung that acted as a rear guard / fire brigade covering the retreat from 
Orsha. It consists of:

14. Sturmregiment (2 Sturm Platoons)
178. Pioneer Battalion (1 Pioneer Platoon)

189. Stugabteilung (3 StuG IIIG)
501. Schwere Pz (2 PzKw VI e)
51. Werferabteilung (3 NW41s)

All portions of this document were either shamelessly plagiarized or totally made up.  Thus, if I would have taken the time to 
acknowledge a few people, it would be considered a fine piece of scholarship. Since I can’t remember what I ripped off from whom, lets just 
leave it the file, “Another FOW History”  

The most important part of a soldiers life: Eating!  



    14. Sturm Battalion
(Sturmkompanie)

           {James Maffei}

Kompaniegruppe (65 Points) [CV] Sturm Platoon (270 Points) [CV]
2 Command Panzerfaust  SMG Teams 1 Command Panzerfaust SMG Team

6 Panzerfaust MG Teams

Sturm Platoon (270 Points) [CV] Pioneer Platoon (220 Points) [CV]
1 Command Panzerfaust SMG Team 1 Command Pioneer Rifle Team
6 Panzerfaust MG Teams 9 Pioneer Rifle Teams

StuG Platoon (285 Points) [CV]            Heavy Tank Platoon (430Points)[CV]
3 StuG IIIG 2 Tiger 1 E

Rocket Launcher Battery (125 Points) [CV] Fortifications (80 Points)
1 Command SMG Team 3 Gun Pits
1 Observer Team + Kubelwagen 13 Trench Lines
3 15cm NW41 Rocket Launcher Teams

Team Mobility Range ROF AT FP Notes
SMG Team Infantry 4” 3 1 6 Full ROF when Moving
MG Team Infantry 16 “ 3 2 6
Pioneer Team Infantry 16” 1 2 6 Tank Assault 4
Flame-thrower Team Infantry 4” 2 - 6 Flame-thrower
Panzerfaust 4” 1 12 5+ Tank Assault 6

15cm NW41 Light Gun 64” - 3 4 Smoke Bombardment

Front Side Top
StuG III G Fully-tracked 7 3 1 Hull MG, PA, Schurzen
7.5cm StuK40 gun 32” 2 11 3+ Hull Mounted
Tiger 1 E Fully-tracked 9 8 2 Co-ax, Hull MGs, PA, Slow Tank,
8.8cm KwK36 gun 40” 2 13 3+ wide tracks, slow traverse.

Special Rules:

Fortified Defense:  Always defends against Infantry in Defensive Battles Missions.



14. Sturm Battalion
            (Sturmkompanie)
               (Trench Fight)
              {James Maffei}

Kompaniegruppe (65 Points) [CV] Sturm Platoon (270 Points) [CV]
2 Command Panzerfaust  SMG Teams 1 Command Panzerfaust SMG Team

6 Panzerfaust MG Teams

Sturm Platoon (270 Points) [CV] Pioneer Platoon (220 Points) [CV]
1 Command Panzerfaust SMG Team 1 Command Pioneer Rifle Team
6 Panzerfaust MG Teams 9 Pioneer Rifle Teams

StuG Platoon (285 Points) [CV] Heavy Tank Platoon (430 Points) [CV]
3 StuG IIIG 2 Tiger 1 E

Rocket Launcher Battery (125 Points) [CV] Sturm Heavy Platoon (80 points) [CV]
1 Command SMG Team 1 Command SMG Team
1 Observer Team + Kubelwagen 2 MG42 HMG Teams
3 15cm NW41 Rocket Launcher Teams

Fortifications Base: Fortifications Purchased: (24 Point)
4 Trench Lines 6 Trench Line (12 Points)
6 Wire Sections 2 HMG Bunkers (12 Points)

Team Mobility Range ROF AT FP Notes
SMG Team Infantry 4” 3 1 6 Full ROF when Moving
MG Team Infantry 16 “ 3 2 6
Pioneer Team Infantry 16” 1 2 6 Tank Assault 4
Flame-thrower Team Infantry 4” 2 - 6 Flame-thrower
Panzerfaust 4” 1 12 5+ Tank Assault 6

15cm NW41 Light Gun 64” - 3 4 Smoke Bombardment

Front Side Top
StuG III G Fully-tracked 7 3 1 Hull MG, PA, Schurzen
7.5cm StuK40 gun 32” 2 11 3+ Hull Mounted
Tiger 1 E Fully-tracked 9 8 2 Co-ax, Hull MGs, PA, Slow Tank,
8.8cm KwK36 gun 40” 2 13 3+ wide tracks, slow traverse.

Special Rules:

Fortified Defense:  Always defends against Infantry in Defensive Battles Missions.


