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In November 1942, the Red Army unleashed Operation Uranus . The attacking
Soviet units under the command of Gen. Nikolay Vatutin consisted of three
complete armies including the 5th Tank Army. The objective was to break

through enemy forces along the Don River, attack east, and link up with friendly

forces attacking west to encircle the German 6th Army in Stalingrad.

The preparation and build up for the
massive Soviet attack was detected by
troops of the Romanian 3rd Army
holding the northern flank of the
German Sixth Army. Requests for
reinforcements were refused. (1)

At 0530 on the morning of the 19th,
violent artillery barrages battered the
Romanian’s entire front-line. The
weather conditions were harsh: blizzard,
snowing, -20 degrees Celsius. The
conditions made close air support and £y s
rapid reinforcement impossible Romanians along the Don River

Soviet 5th Tank Army's
attack to encircle the
German 6th Army
Nov 19, 1942
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The Soviets assaulted the posmons of the Romanlan 14th Infantry Division with
the 5th Tank Army and the junction between the Romanian13th Infantry Division
and the 1st Cavalry Division with the 21st Army. (2)




T-34 Tanks and Tankodesantniki on the move

The Romanian 37mm and 47mm AT guns were useless against Soviet tanks so
the Romanian troops had to use grenades, anti-tank mines and Molotov cocktails.
In the first hours they managed to delay the advance and destroy some armor,
but eventually had to retreat or be encircled. Thinly spread, outnumbered, and
poorly equipped, the Romanians, were completely shattered by the Soviet attack.

The Soviet tank and mechanized forces raced east j;

in their half of a great pincer movement and met i
friendly forces advancing to the west two days
later near the town of Kalach. Their positions
sealed the German 6th Army in Stalingrad and

successfully blocked Hoth’s Panzers from breaking g
through to relieve the trapped enemy. (3)

On February 2nd, 1943, the
resistance of Axis forces in
Stalingrad ceased and over
90,000 prisoners marched
into Soviet captivity.

After the war ended, one in
ten returned home. (4

Order of the Soviet Guards Medal for the Defense of Stalingrad
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