
       13th Guards Division

A direct Stavka (Soviet Supreme General Staff) directive ordered the 13th Guards Division (in 
the midst of its refit, resupply, and reinforcement) to the Volga River and Stalingrad as 
reinforcements for the men fighting the Germans on the other bank of the river. The 13th arrived 
in pieces, with its men exhausted from a grueling forced march across large tracts of territory. 
Due to being in the midst of re-fit and resupply, one thousand of the division's men were 
unarmed, and nearly all of the rest were short of ammunition. After being briefed by Lieutenant 
General Vasily Chuikov, the commander of the 62nd Army (which consists of all of the troops 
fighting within and around Stalingrad), on his assignment, Rodimtsev famously and 
determinedly declared,

"I am a Communist! I have no intention of abandoning the city [Stalingrad]!" 

Immediately, Chuikov decided to send this poorly-armed,yet determined unit straight into the 
midst of the battle. Because of the influx of new recruits due to the substantial reinforcements, 
the division was now largely inexperienced, and lacked both maps and knowledge of Stalingrad's 
blitzed terrain, which would prove enormously difficult to overcome in the struggle ahead. 
However, Major General Rodimtsev, thanks to his experiences serving during the Spanish Civil 
War was very familiar with street combat. At 17.00, September 14, the forward elements of the 
13th Guards Division swiftly moved across the river to reinforce a line that was being held by a 
mere 15 tanks and few hastily assembled combat groups. It is estimated that more than half of 
the first echelon perished during the river crossing. Ultimately, after extremely heavy losses on 
both sides, the German advance was repelled. Rodimtsev's soldiers re-captured the Mill and 
secured the central river crossing for other regiments of the 13th division.

The following morning, one of Rodimtsev's junior officers, LieutenantAnton Kuzmich Dragan
was personally ordered by Chuikov to hold a key railroad station in downtown Stalingrad against 
an impending German assault. Dragan proceeded to gather a platoon of less than fifty men and 



moved them over to the railroad station. Here, the small, but determined force prepared itself for 
the German's attack.

Soon after digging in, a substantial force of German infantrymen arrived to seize control of the 
station. Dragan and his soldiers proceeded to repeatedly frustrate the Germans in an epic room-
by-room struggle for control of the depot for nearly three weeks. Breaking through walls, 
crawling over the rafters, and burrowing under the floorboards, the Russians would yield but a 
portion of the building to the Germans, only to emerge elsewhere and start the struggle all over 
again.

Exchanging gunfire down hallways, lobbing grenades back and forth between rooms, Dragan's 
men inflicted as many casualties as possible on the enemy. In spite of this heroic resistance, 
Dragan's platoon was eventually reduced to a handful of men. After running out of ammunition, 
and with their rations gone, one of the Soviet Guardsmen took out his bayonet and carved on a 
wall,

Rodimtsev's Guardsmen fought and died for their country here. 

Under a cover of darkness, Dragan and the five remaining soldiers under his command 
eventually slipped out of the building, made their way through the German lines, and later 
rejoined the fight with their Guardsmen brethren. After approximately three weeks of room-by-
room combat for control of the railroad station, the Soviets Germans suffered immense casualties

     


