Kampfgruppe 578 - Stalingrad

Through the month of October
1942, the German offensive in
Stalingrad had slowed to a crawl. Bitter
house by house fighting was taking its
toll on men and materials of the German
Army. Hitler was displeased with the
lack of progress. His solution was
specialty troops and specialty
equipment. This meant 5 pioneer
battalions and the experimental sIG33B
assault guns.

On November 8", 1942 the following units were supplied to the 305. ID in order
to breakthrough to the bank of the Volga east of the Barrikady Gun Factory.

X 7 companies of infantry (Grenadier
Regiments 544, 546, 576, 578 plus
Sturmkompanie 44 and
Sturmschwadron 24)

X 2 divisional pioneer companies of
the Armee

X the 5 newly supplied pioneer
battalions

X 2 Sturmgeschutz-Abteilungen,
including the sIG33Bs (244 and 245)

X 1 panzer company from 14. Panzer-
Division

X In addition, the heavy weapons and
the bulk of the artillery from the
sector of LI. Armeekorps
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Kampfgruppe 578 - Stalingrad

On November 8", the following order arrived for Major Eugen Rettenmaier (1.
Grenadier-Regiment 578):

The bank of the Volga is to be taken securely into our hands and the encircled enemy destroyed. As
reinforcement, Kampfgruppe 578 has received Pioneer-Bataillon 50 and allocated Pioneer-Bataillon
305. For the attack, all batteries made available would operate on the attack area or suppress the

enemy’s artillery positions. Multiple connections and cross-connections were secured to all of these

batteries.

The assault is planned as follows: the Apotheke and the Kommissarhaus would be taken in a surprise
attack. The attack of Regiment 576 on the fuel installations would begin at the same time, and after
reaching a pre-determined point in advance of the attack are of Regiment 578, a thrust through the
gully on to the Volga bank and to Haus 79 would take place. The artillery would suddenly open fire at
the beginning of the attack, suppressing and screening the designated targets with smoke. All
Infanteriegeschutz and mortars would be kept ready to combat enemy resistance in the area.

The following Kampfgruppen were formed from Regiment 578:

1. A group reinforced by Pi.Btl.305; Mission: take the Apotheke in a surprise attack.

2. Pz.Btl.50; Mission: take the Kommissarhaus (the commander expressly waived being supported by
infantry)

3. A group reinforced by Pi.Btl.305; Mission : thrust through to the Volga, reach the water’s edge of
the Volga and press further up the river along the sandbank.

4. A reinforced battalion; Mission: prepare to attack Haus 79. The beginning of the attack would be

separately ordered for both the last groups.
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